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Since more than fifty years the Cerreto Lake is a focus 
for the Appennines. The location was maybe predestined. 
Very close to the crossing place, between the Padan Plain 
and the Ligurian Sea, just on the climatic border between 
Europe and Mediterranean Sea, a moraine-dammed lake 
surrounded by other small lakes even more beautiful.
Here shepherds and coalmen from Sassalbo and Cer-
reto Alpi, during the legendary early 1950s, have been 
replaced by a “holiday resort”, a tourism town, by buil-
ding a skilift.
A lake, a skilift, a ski slope, a shack turning into a restau-
rant and hotel, a car and “corriere” (coaches) park...and 
then more skilifts, more ski slopes and hotels, a wider via-
bility, flats and condos, an ice-rink, until it became a well-
known and equipped ski resort.
Today Cerreto Laghi can dream to go one step further: 
become a centre, a tiny mountain town, where the word 
“town” is not linked to the number of inhabitants, but it is 
linked to the existence of high-standard services.
Eco Cluster is an important step on this path. This pro-
gramme could give to Cerreto Laghi, in addition to the 
specific results of the research project, the idea of ope-
ning a future and identity lab for a community of ope-
rators, which represents a living and very dynamic part 
of the changing Appennino Tosco-Emiliano; moreover, it 
could be a focus for the National Park and its plans and 
programmes.

Eco-Cluster – Environmental Cooperation model for Clu-
ster – is a project coordinated by the Appennino Tosco-Emi-
liano National Park and co-funded by the European Union 
in range of LIFE+Environment 2009 programme (LIFE09-
ENVIT000188).
The project has developed a model of environmental ma-
nagement system for the Cluster based on managing in-
struments and current environmental certifications (ECAP, 
EMAS, Ecolabel legislation...) using from time to time the 
most appropriate characteristics, in order to obtain a versa-
tile management system, specifically created for the needs 
of Small and Medium Enterprises. This model has been te-
sted in the Cerreto Laghi tourist cluster inside the National 
Park involving the tourist operators of the area inside a ma-
nagement committee.

Fausto Giovanelli

President of the 
Appennino Tosco-Emiliano 

National Park

Eco-Cluster - Environmental Cooperation model for Cluster 
- is a project coordinated by the Appennino Tosco-Emiliano 
National Park and co-funded by the European Union in ran-
ge of the programm.
LIFE + Environment 2009.
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ITINERARIES AROUND 
THE CERRETO LAKE

THE CERRETO CLUSTER MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

The first aim that has been fulfilled by this project was to coor-
dinate the institutional and economic organizations of Cerreto, 
TO discuss together about the development possibilities of the 
territory and to look for applicable synergistic actions concerning 
the project and other issues. The Cerreto Cluster Management 
Committee has thus been established and it is responsible for the 
Management System, it has had an active part for the implemen-
tation of the ECOCluster model.
The following organizations are members of the Cerreto Cluster 
Management Committee: 

Appennino Tosco Emiliano National Park•	
The Province of Reggio Emilia•	
The Commune of Collagna•	
IREN Rinnovabili Ltd.•	
Chamber of Commerce, Industry, Crafts and Agriculture of •	
Reggio Emilia
GAL Antico Frignano and Appennino Reggiano•	
Turismo Appennino Inc.•	

THE CERRETO CLUSTER OPENING 
ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS

The opening environmental analysis has been accomplished by 
the ECO-Cluster team work and it shows an outline of the Cerreto 
cluster territory which is important to find out the most significant 
environmental aspects and to support the management committee 
concerning the identification of priorities and actions.
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Urban waste management

Ski-lift electricity consumption (ski-lift + ice rink)

Water consumption for civic use

Traffic generated by people visiting the Cerreto Cluster

Electric consumption for public lightning
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THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAMME

The management committee has stated the main aims and 
defined the actions for the implementation and improvement 
of the Cerreto Cluster environmental performances.

Promotion of the sha-
ring of experiences and 
of the involvement of the 
cluster in territorial qua-
lification projects

Revaluation of the ser-
vices and facilities for 
collective use

Integration of the exper-
tise linked to the local 
territorial planning

To analyse the weather chan-
ge phenomenon concerning 
the Euro-Mediterranean bor-
der and to analyse the mitiga-
tion and adaptation measures.

To grant a link between the 
Cerreto Cluster and the 
cooperation projects con-
cerning the Cerreto area in 
which the GAL is partner

To revalue the Cerreto La-
ghi urban furniture

Feasibility study on Cerreto 
sustainable mobility

Cerreto specific Urban Bu-
ilding Regulation

Improvement of the MSW 
collecting system inside 
the cluster

Collection and management 
of MSW inside the cluster

Promotion of energy ef-
ficiency and renewable 
energy sources

Energy efficiency of the Cer-
reto street lighting

Feasibility study on energy 
revaluation of the Cerreto La-
ghi Ice--rink and of the ski-lift 
plant

Test on the implementation 
of the “Energy Efficiency 
study of the ski lifts” concer-
ning Cerreto.

Energy self-sufficiency of the 
cluster

You can download the itineraries and the description 
on the path here: www.parcoappennino.it/ecocluster/
pdf/10_depliant_percorsi_appennino_small2.pdf


